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The weather this past few weeks has been very demanding on our 

bodies and minds for a lot of people.  I am relieved to report that we all 

got through without any major problems.  Members were checking on 

other members to make sure that they were alright and didn’t need 

anything.  It was Marines checking on Marines. 

As I drove from CT to FL I noticed that my duration of driving time had 

decreased.  When I stopped at Parris Island and saw the recruits drilling 

I thought, I USED to be able to do that! I guess time has a habit of 

catching up with us.  At some time or another we all need help.  Not 

only as individuals but as organizations.  We are the youngest 

detachment in the state but our members are up there in age.  We need 

help.  We need more members to become more active.  How about 

inviting an inactive member to a meeting?  You know someone that you 

think would be good for the detachment, why not pick them up and 

bring them to a function?  Let’s really start a concerted effort to get 

some “young guys” involved. We don’t need bad weather to look out 

after one another. 

Semper Fi

mailto:dp90daopt@aol.com
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Born Thomas Eugene 

Williamson, “Doc” on April 16, 

1944 in San Jose, CA, Doc grew 

up as a Navy brat where his 

father served as a blimp pilot in 

WWII.  As a child he had one 

sister and lived in Germany and 

southeast Asia to include Japan 

and Thailand.  While growing 

up in Germany he attended a 

German parochial school where 

he became fluent in German 

and Russian.  While living in 

post-war Germany, he 

remembers the bombed out 

buildings and people 

rummaging through trash 

looking for food. 

At the young age of 16 he left 

home and traveled to San 

Francisco where he continued 

his high school education and 

worked various jobs.  He was 

also a member of the Civil Air 

Patrol.  He went to school 

during the day and worked at 

night.  He worked at a coroner’s 

office as an attendant and while 

being a part of the autopsies, 

he gained an interest in the 

medical field.  He graduated 

from Chico High School in 

Chico, CA in 1964 and then 

enrolled in the San Francisco 

School of Nursing. 

While his interest in the military 

still followed him, he joined the 

Marine Corps Reserve in 1965, 

thinking that they had their 

own medical personnel.  So 

much for listening to a 

recruiter.  He graduated boot 

camp at MCRD San Diego in 

1965.  Later that year he 

transferred to the Navy as a 

Corpsman where he was 

stationed at Camp Pendleton to 

attend field medical school. 

It wasn’t long before he joined 

the troops in Vietnam in 1967 

where, as a PFC, he was 

teaching the Vietnamese how 

to be a corpsman in Bienhoa, 

Vietnam.  He taught in English 

and broken Vietnamese. 

Coming back from saving many 

lives during the war, their troop 

was ambushed and he took 

shrapnel in his leg.  When he 

was released, he went back out 

on patrol and was hit several 

more times with shrapnel.  

Someone was definitely looking 

after him as he was also hit in 

the head.  The thing that saved 

him was a benign tumor, the 

size of an orange, that absorbed 

most of the shrapnel.  Once he 

healed from that injury, he was 

assigned to 8th & I where he 

was a member of the 

President’s Ceremonial Guard 

for President Nixon from 1969-
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1971.  In 1975 the Navy had 

transferred him to New London, 

CT to work with the 

submarines. 

After having enough of his 

political venture, he transferred 

back to the Marine Corps 

Reserves.  Doc spent 20 years in 

the Reserves and the Navy and 

retired as an E-8.  He also spent 

time being stationed at the 

Marine Corps Barracks in 

Hawaii.  He is the recipient of 

many military awards to include 

a Silver Star and five Purple 

Hearts. 

 

Upon his retirement from the 

military, Doc went back to 

school at Eastern Connecticut 

State University for sociology 

and criminal justice. 

He worked for the Department 

of Corrections for 10 years as a 

substance abuse counselor.  He 

also worked as a 911 dispatcher 

and was a reservationist for 

Cross Sound Ferry. 

Doc knew Justin Eldridge and 

Jeff Waterson and joined the 

Thames River Detachment as he 

firmly believes “Once a Marine, 

always a Marine.” 

 

Doc has a real heart for people 

which made him a good fit for 

the medical field.  While telling 

me his story, it was very 

touching when he told me 

about saving others and then 

there were two he couldn’t 

save; one MIA and the other 

died in his arms.  We shared 

some tears as he talked about 

the Vietnam war when he was 

in the hospital last November.  

Even his cat, Alvin, was 

attentively listening while we 

held the interview in his home. 

Semper Fi 
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* You may contact Pat McMahon to purchase tickets.  They will also be available at the 

January 23rd planning meeting. 
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Toys for Tots 

The 2017  Toys for Tots 

campaign for the Detachment 

has come to a successful end.  

With over 2,000 children given 

toys for Christmas, it kept our 

members and others busy for 

November – January.  There 

were many different activities 

that required lots of man-hours 

(and lady-hours) to make this all 

happen.  From moving toys 

from storage to the IDC, sorting 

and inventorying toys, 

scheduling and staffing the 

mall for donations every day 

of the week, approving and 

fulfilling toy orders, picking up 

toy donations from around 

the county and the list goes 

on.  A An appreciation 

breakfast was held January 3rd 

for all volunteers that helped 

out for 2017 along with some 

key individuals from Mike’s 

Famous. 

 

 

 

 

What 2018 Has in Store 

With the New Year’s passing, 

while we reflected on what we 

accomplished last year, it is 

time to look ahead on how 

much farther and bigger we can 

go.  At Three Rivers, we had our 

staff meeting to discuss how 

the schedule should flow for 

this year and upcoming events, 

the usual stuff in an annual 

meeting. However, this one was 

different, for myself that is and 

a few others. 

 

 

 

As Young Marines that hold 

staff positions in our unit, we 

were invited to the meeting to 

help make decisions on behalf 

of the other Young Marines in 

the unit and provide ideas how 

to benefit 

the unit. This opened a whole 

discussion, which included the 

Registered Adults, Adult Staff, 

and Young Marines.  We 

discussed upcoming 

fundraisers, Red Ribbon Week, 

possible encampments, 

community service, and DDR 

training by Project Alert 

certified Young Marines.  We 

could plan out months with a 

focus of a certain aspect of 

YM/SGT Ryan Cash 

Three Rivers Young Marines 

Patrick McMahon – Unit Commander 

Frank Poitras and Billy Shishmanian 

horsing around. 
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Young Marines (cont.) 

leadership that all parties found 

necessary to practice.  Being a 

part of this Staff Meeting, 

means we have control as 

Young Marines in how we 

spend our time in the program, 

and that we can go further in 

depth on how we grow as 

Young Marines and expand our 

knowledge within the program.  

2017 was a fantastic year for 

the program, but 2018 has 

much more in store for Young 

Marines. 

 

Judy Balint and Nancy Saunders 

(wife and sister-in-law to Joe 

Balint) are our newest associate 

members to the Detachment.  

They already jumped in and 

helped out with Toys for Tots 

for 2017. 

June 8-9, 2018 CT State Convention 
 Hospitality Room (need volunteers to help) 
 Cromwell, CT 
 
August 12-17, 2018 National Convention 
 Buffalo, NY 

 

November 10, 2018 Marine Corps Birthday Ball 

 

Check the detachment calendar for  
location, times and additional details. 

http://www.mcltrd1334.org/det.-calendar.html 

Marine Corps League – Thames River 
Detachment #1334 

PO Box 462 
Uncasville, CT  06382 
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Upcoming Events 

Welcome Newest Members 

http://www.mcltrd1334.org/det.-calendar.html

