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Commandant’s Corner 
Commandant — Tom Peters  
dp90daopt@aol.com 
(860) 434-0184 
 

Greetings Marines, FMF Corpsman, Associates, and Families: 

Being a Marine and a member of the MCL puts us in a unique 

position.  We are members of the greatest veterans organization 

in America.  In the past I have mentioned that we are the 

youngest detachment in the state but not the smallest!  While we 

have gotten new members, one of our jobs, for ALL of us, is to 

retain those new members and get others to join us.  With that in 

mind, I recently asked detachment member and CT’s 1st 

Troubadour, Tom Callinan, if he would write a TRD #1334 theme 

song.  Tom agreed and you can read it in this Newsletter.  Kudos 

to Tom for a job well done. 

As of the last report from National, we have over twenty (20) 

members who have not paid their dues.  We have to get those 

individuals back into the MCL.  I would also like to see at least five 

new members when I return for the April meeting.  Challenge?  

We are Marines and members of the MCL, the greatest veterans 

organization in America. 

GET IT DONE! 

Semper Fi

mailto:dp90daopt@aol.com
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Don Porter is a native to New 

London where he was born.  

He also grew up in Groton 

and Waterford.  He was an 

only child. 

Right after graduating high 

school he decided to enlist in 

the Marines.  He figured he 

had a choice of either college 

or enlist in the Marines so he 

figured he made the better 

choice.  He was at Parris 

 

Island during boot camp.  He 

wanted to go to engineering 

school but instead they sent 

him to rigging school which 

proved to be helpful later on 

in life. 

During his enlistment his 

travels took him to South 

and North Carolina, 

California and Korea.  Don 

spent 15 months in Korea 

and only three of those 

months were during the 

actual war. 

Staying in for only 3 years for 

his enlistment period, he was 

torn at the end of that time 

of whether he should get out 

or not.  He knew if he got out 

he could always go back in if 

he wanted to.  Since he had 

driven his dad’s car to 

California, it would not have 

been a good idea to re-enlist 

as his dad wouldn’t have 

been too happy without his 

car being returned.  Don 

happily returned the car to 

his dad and did no re-enlist. 

Don is definitely a family 

man.  He married Theresa in 

1956 and were happily 

married for about 56 years.  

Theresa passed away about 

six years ago.  They had four 

daughters, one who lives in 

California and the other 

three live in Connecticut.  He 

has seven grandchildren. 

Don enjoys time with his dog 

and the times he gets 

together with others for 

coffee. 

 

Member Spotlight 

Don 

Porter 

Don  

Porter 
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Thames River Detachment Theme Song 

"Gung-Ho", "Ooh-Rah", "Semper Fi"!!! 
By Tom Callinan • © 2018 – CANNU YUSIC, LTD. 

At the end of June, two-thousand-nine, the Marine Corps League agreed 

To okay a new detachment in New London County: 

The Thames River Detachment, Number 1334, 

With Leathernecks who served our land, in peacetime and in war. 

REFRAIN:  One-Three-Three-Four, One-Three-Three-Four, 

We're  not as lean, not as mean, but at our core we're still Marines! 

The TRD holds its head up high: 

"Gung-Ho", "Ooh-Rah", "Semper Fi"!!! 

We may be  the youngest detachment in "The Constitution State", 

But we served from World War II, Korea, 'Nam, up through Kuwait, 

Stateside or Reservists, in Iraq, or Afghanistan – 

We all proudly raised our hands in service to our Uncle Sam. 

REFRAIN 

Marines who help Marines is what The League is all about, 

Our support of Toys For Tots at Christmas, makes kids squeal and shout. 

Our sponsorship of Young Marines, for both boys and girls, 

Helps them learn to help themselves when they head into the world. 

REFRAIN 

Our medics, known as Corpsmen, and Navy Chaplains too, 

Who tended to our wants and needs, can come aboard to join our crew. 

And for those who never served at all, there 's no need for them to fret, 

'Cause they can join the TRD, as an Associate. 

REFRAIN 
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Four Chaplains 

Remembrance  Service 

On Sunday, February 4, 2018 

at 2pm, members of the 

American Legion POST 104 

gathered for the annual 

remembrance of the USS 

Dorchester and the Four 

Chaplains.  Dennis Baptiste, 

committee chairman for this 

event and the chairman of 

the Norwich Area Veterans 

Council, was the MC for this 

event.  Colors were provided 

by members of the Three 

Rivers Young Marines.  Also 

in attendance were veterans 

of all five services, additional 

Three Rivers Young Marines 

and members of the local 

Boy Scout Troop. 

Mr. Baptiste then told the 

following story of the USS 

Dorchester and the Four 

Chaplin’s.  It was the evening 

of Feb. 2, 1943, and the 

U.S.A.T. Dorchester was 

crowded to capacity, carrying 

902 service men, merchant 

seamen and civilian workers. 

Once a luxury coastal liner, 

the 5,649-ton vessel had 

been converted into an Army 

transport ship.  The 

Dorchester, one of three 

ships in the SG-19 convoy, 

was moving steadily across 

the icy waters from 

Newfoundland toward an 

American base in Greenland. 

SG-19 was escorted by Coast 

Guard Cutters Tampa, 

Escanaba and Comanche. 

Hans J. Danielsen, the ship’s 

captain, was concerned and 

cautious.  Earlier, the Tampa 

had detected a submarine 

with its sonar. Danielsen 

knew he was in dangerous 

waters even before he got 

the alarming information. 

German U-boats were 

constantly prowling these 

vital sea lanes, and several 

ships had already been 

blasted and sunk. 

On February 3rd, at 12:55 

AM, a periscope broke the 

chilly Atlantic waters.  

Through the cross hairs, an 

officer aboard the 

German submarine U-

223 spotted the 

Dorchester.  The U-

223 approached the 

convoy on the surface, 

and after identifying 

and targeting the ship, 

he gave orders to fire 

the torpedoes, a fan of 

three were fired.  The 

one that hit was 

decisive–and deadly–

striking the starboard side, 

amid ship, far below the 

water line. 

Tragically, the hit had 

knocked out power and radio 

contact with the three escort 

ships.  The CGC Comanche, 

however however, saw the 

flash of the explosion. It 

Three Rivers Young Marines 
Patrick McMahon – Unit Commander 
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responded and then rescued 

97 survivors.  The CGC 

Escanaba circled the 

Dorchester, rescuing an 

additional 132 survivors.  The 

third cutter, CGC Tampa, 

continued on, escorting the 

remaining two ships. 

Aboard the Dorchester, panic 

and chaos had set in.  The 

blast had killed scores of 

men, and many more were 

seriously wounded.  Others, 

stunned by the explosion 

were groping in the 

darkness.  Those sleeping 

without clothing rushed 

topside where they were 

confronted first by a blast of 

icy Arctic air and then by the 

knowledge that death 

awaited. 

Through the pandemonium, 

according to those present, 

four Army chaplains brought 

hope in despair and light in 

darkness.  Those chaplains 

were Lt. George L. Fox, 

Methodist; Lt. Alexander D. 

Goode, Jewish; Lt. John P. 

Washington, Roman 

Catholic; and Lt. Clark V. 

Poling, Dutch Reformed.  

Quickly and quietly, the four 

chaplains spread out among 

the soldiers.  There they tried 

to calm the frightened, tend 

the wounded and guide the 

disoriented toward safety.  

By this time, most of the 

men were topside, and the 

chaplains opened a storage 

locker and began distributing 

life jackets.  It was then that 

Engineer Grady Clark 

witnessed an astonishing 

sight. 

When there were no more 

lifejackets in the storage 

room, the chaplains removed 

theirs and gave them to four 

frightened young men.  “It 

was the finest thing I have 

seen or hope to see this side 

of heaven,” said John Ladd, 

another survivor who saw 

the chaplains’ selfless act. 

As the ship went down, 

survivors in nearby rafts 

could see the four chaplains–

arms linked and braced 

against the slanting deck.  

Their voices could also be 

heard offering prayers. 

Of the 902 men aboard the 

U.S.A.T.  Dorchester, 672 

died, leaving 230 survivors.  

When the news reached 

American shores, the nation 

was stunned by the 

magnitude of the tragedy 

and heroic conduct of the 

four chaplains. 

This is the eighth year that 

Mr. Baptiste has chaired this 

event and American Legion 

POST 104 has hosted it. 
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June 8-9, 2018 CT State Convention 
 Hospitality Room (need volunteers to help) 
 Cromwell, CT 
 
August 12-17, 2018 National Convention 
 Buffalo, NY 

 

November 10, 2018 Marine Corps Birthday Ball 

 

Check the detachment calendar for  
location, times and additional details. 

http://www.mcltrd1334.org/det.-calendar.html 

Marine Corps League – Thames River 
Detachment #1334 

PO Box 462 
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