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Commandant’s Corner 
Commandant — Tom Peters  
dp90daopt@aol.com 
(860) 434-0184 
 

Greetings Marines, FMF Corpsman, Associates, and Families: 

In January I wrote that the weather had played havoc on us. Well, 

spring is here and the beat goes on. As I write this, CT is bracing 

for its FOURTH Nor’easter! Even in FL I am expecting rain and high 

winds with temps in the high 70’s. Is there no end in sight. 

As I look at the calendar I see that the Detachment should have a 

busy schedule ahead. Toys for Tots storage move, MOY selection, 

election of officers, picnic, Dept. Convention, Sailfest?, and 

National Convention. All of these items are in need of individuals 

to help ensure successful results. As I have stated many times, we 

need YOU! Maybe your forte is not being an officer but organizing 

the picnic or working at the state convention. Great, whatever 

your talent, we need them. I previously said that most of us 

cannot do as much as we used to but all of us working together 

can accomplish great things. 

Looking forward to being back for the April meeting. 

 

Semper Fi 

mailto:dp90daopt@aol.com
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Corny was raised in 

Norwichtown where he had 

two sisters.  He wasn’t the 

only one who was a Marine.  

He and one of his sisters 

enlisted at the same time.  

His other sister lives in 

Chicago. 

During the service: In 1953, 

as a 17-year-old Norwich 

Technical High School 

student from Norwichtown, 

Cornelius W. Banta Jr. 

received his draft card from 

the U.S. Army.  Upon arriving 

at the military recruitment 

center at the post office, 

Banta found the U.S. Army 

office closed, he recalled, but 

a poster of a U.S. Marine in 

his dress blues caught his 

eye.  A moment later, a 

Marine sergeant offered to 

help him, and Banta enlisted 

with the U.S. Marines.  He 

was immediately sent to 

boot camp at the U.S. Marine 

Corps Recruit Depot at Parris 

Island, South Carolina, and 

then sent to Marine Corps 

Base Camp Lejeune in North 

Carolina, where he was 

trained in heavy artillery.  

Banta became a member of 

the Fleet Marine Force and 

was sent on a “Med Cruise,” 

traveling to Istanbul, Turkey, 

Paris, France and Lisbon, 

Portugal, as well as Italy, 

Argentina and Sardinia, 

where U.S. servicemen 

taught foreign armies how to 

make coastal landings.  Banta 

was then shipped back to 

Camp Lejeune before 

arriving at Marine Corps Base 

Camp Pendleton for cold 

weather training before 

being sent to Okinawa, 

Japan, for weapons training. 

Banta was then sent to Korea 

during the Korean Conflict, 

where he served on military 

police duty.  He then left the 

service in 1958. 

After the service: Banta 

returned home to 

Norwichtown, where he met 

his wife, Joan.  The two were 

married in 1959, and will be 

celebrating their 59th 

wedding anniversary this 

year.  The couple moved to 

Banta’s foster parents’ home 

on South Road in Bozrah, 

where they raised their two 

sons and daughter, and 

where the couple still lives 

today.  Corny and Joan have 

three children, two sons (one 
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passed away) and a 

daughter.  They have six 

grandchildren and three 

great grandsons. 

Corny became a member of 

the Marine Corps League 

Thames River Detachment 

No. 1334, which meets at the 

Montville Veterans of 

Foreign Wars, and the 

Military Order of the Devil 

Dogs, an honor society that 

aims to promote fellowship 

among Marine Corps League 

Detachments.   

Banta, now 82, is also a 

former vice president of the 

Bozrah Volunteer Fire 

Company, he said, and is 

now a life member. Banta 

and his wife enjoy going to 

flea markets, auctions and 

yard sales, and both operate 

booths each Sunday at the 

Jewett City Flea Market. 

Banta also enjoys wearing his 

dress blues and helping out 

each holiday season with the 

U.S. Marine Corps Reserve 

Toys for Tots Program at the 

Crystal Mall in Waterford. 

Quotable: “I’m 82 now, but I 

don’t look it. I should have 

gray hair and no teeth, but I 

got teeth and a daughter 

who does hair,” Banta said 

with a laugh. 

When talking to Corny he 

shared that looking back he 

would never change a thing. 

(Portions of this article were 

reprinted from a February 

edition of The Bulletin.) 
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Annual Swim 

Qualifications 

  

Three Rivers Young Marines 
Patrick McMahon – Unit Commander 

Young Marines met at the pool at the Coast Guard Academy in  

February to complete their annual swim qualifications. 

Some even braved jumping off the high dive. 
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June 8-9, 2018 CT State Convention 
 Hospitality Room (need volunteers to help) 
 Cromwell, CT 
 
August 12-17, 2018 National Convention 
 Buffalo, NY 

 

November 10, 2018 Marine Corps Birthday Ball 

 

Check the detachment calendar for  
location, times and additional details. 

http://www.mcltrd1334.org/det.-calendar.html 
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