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Commandant’s Corner 
Commandant — Tom Peters  
dp90daopt@aol.com 
(860) 434-0184 
 

Greetings Marines, FMF Corpsman, Associates, and Families: 

Back in CT and I must say, “It’s cold!” When we left FL it was 83 
degrees and it was 38 when we got here. 

Presided over the April business meeting and it felt good to be 
back with TRD #1334. There were fourteen members present and 
it sure would have been nice if that number had been larger. 
Being at a meeting not only gives you the opportunity to make 
suggestions on what the detachment should do, but also gives 
you the chance to have some camaraderie with other Marines. 
During the meeting Pat McMahon talked a little bit about his trip 
to Iwo, but after the meeting gave some of us a more detailed 
account of unfurling OUR detachment flag over Mt. Suribachi . 
Think about it. We are the only detachment in the state that can 
say our flag was at Iwo Jima! This is just one of the things you can 
pick up by being at a meeting. 

At our May meeting we will be electing officers for the coming 
year. It certainly would be great to have a good showing of 
detachment members present. 

Semper Fi 
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Dave Hersant was the 
youngest of three sons of Joe 
and Olive Hersant of 
Willimantic.  During the 8th 
grade his family moved to 
Waterford where he 
attended Waterford High 
School.  One of his brothers 
attended West Point.  Dave 
went to a private school 
where he was captain of the 
swim team.  Dave was the 
only member of the swim 
team. 

Dave decided to venture out 
and worked at the Palm 
Beach Biltmore Hotel.  This 
was more of a live-in hotel 
than a vacation tourist spot.  
He earned $100 per month 
plus tips.  Dave worked there 
during the civil rights 
movement and while blacks 

and Puerto Ricans lived at 
the hotel, there was 
definitely favoritism to who 
got promoted above the 
other. 

Another place Dave lived in 
was a dilapidated building 
due to free rent.  He saw a 
lot during the civil rights 
movement.  Dave continued 
to do well and get promoted 
and earned enough money 
to travel and purchased a 
motorcycle. 

Dave and his soon-to-be 
brother in law traveled 
Europe with their 
motorcycles and covered 
many countries to include 
France, Belgium and Spain.  
He was able to track down 
his grandmother on occasion 

to give a friendly “Hi Granny” 
greeting. 

While continuing their 
travels in Europe, his brother 
in law played the guitar and 
they sang to earn money.  
And it helped if you didn’t 
get caught siphoning 
gasoline.  One car happened 
to be a police car which cost 
him three weeks of jail time. 

Coming back to the U.S. Dave 
signed up to attend the 
University of Hartford where 
he spent just two evenings 
before talking with the father 
of a friend from high school 
who was a Marine recruiter.  
The recruiter gave him a big 
sales pitch that the Marines 
were much better than the 
Navy so Dave enlisted on 
November 10, 1965 and 
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attended Paris Island for 
boot camp.  For his next 
travel he was put on a train 
to South Carolina where all 
his belongings were carried 
in his sea bag.  Before the 
train left he walked outside 
the train station and made 
his way to a food cart.  He 
purchased some beer and 
two BBQ’d chickens for the 
trip.  This was a good move 
as they weren’t fed for 10 
hours and Dave had some 
highly desired goods to use 
for bartering where he 
earned some money. 

The Marines were shuffled to 
the staging area and none of 
them had slept for 10-12 
hours.  One gentleman had 
quite the shocked and 
ended up passing out 
on arrival. 

Dave joined the 
aviation group so he 
wouldn’t have to be a 
grunt.  In February 
1967 he went to 
Vietnam and came 
back stateside in 
January 1968 so he 
missed the defensive 
all together.  He was 

stationed at South 
Weymouth Naval Air Station 
in Cape Code.  During this 
time he was dating Adele 
and went to visit her every 
night in Boston in his Fiat 
roadster.  Dave married 
Adele in 1969. 

Next Dave went into the 
active reserves and helped 
train those for flying.  It was 
time to head back to 
Vietnam but because of his 
aviation expertise he was 
kept in Hawaii to help train 
the officers there in aviation. 

Dave tried to re-enlist but 
being honest about doing 
drugs, it was an automatic 
disqualification.  The Major 

(his recruiter) said he could 
go back to Boston and he 
would destroy the records so 
Dave could re-enlist but Dave 
decided to settle down and 
provide for his family in New 
London.  He enrolled at 
Mitchell College and started 
to study engineering but 
wanted to get out as fast as 
possible so he switched to 
accounting and finance.  He 
then enrolled at the 
University of New Haven.  
Traveling still was part of 
Dave’s blood as he moved to 
Kentucky and then to France 
for 1-1/2 years.  Coming back 
to Connecticut he worked at 
his brother’s marina for 22 
years. 

Dave and Adele have 
three children and five 
grandchildren.  They just 
celebrated their 50th 
anniversary in February. 

One of Dave’s grandsons 
just enlisted in the Air 
Force.  His words of 
wisdom were to “stay 
away from money and 
schemes but have fun.” 
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A Return to Iwo Jima 
At 0920 hrs on Saturday 
March 24, 2018 
Americans once again 
landed on the island of 
Iwo Jima.  This time it was 
under the auspice of 
peace and reconciliation, 
as veterans and their 
families were to take part 
in the annual Reunion of 
Honor in remembrance of 
the 73rd anniversary of 
the Battle of Iwo Jima.  I 
was part of a contingent 
of eleven Young Marines 
who were part of the 
group from the Military 
Historical Tours.  n my 
group was Iwo Jima Marine 
Corps Veteran Samuel Lee 
Anderson who joined the 
Marine Corps on December 
8, 1943.  On February 16, 
1945, 20 year old, 
Infantryman PFC Anderson, 
with the 27th Marines 5th 
Division, landed on Red 
Beach on D Day.  In 
preparation for this landing, 
PFC Anderson said the men 
were told the battle to take 
Iwo Jima should not last 
more than three days.  On D-
day +20, he was sitting in a 
foxhole.  A fellow Marine 
was walking up to him,  

 

 

stepped on a land mine 
which killed the oncoming 
Marine instantly and 
knocked out PFC Anderson.  
PFC Anderson said the next 
thing he remembers was 
being at the rear, amongst 
the bodies of other dead 
Marines, and felt someone 
trying to take a pistol he had 
been given.  PFC Anderson 
said this caused him to wake 
up which startled all those 
around him as he had been 
presumed dead.  He was  

 

 

covered with the blood and 
debris from the Marine killed 
by the land mine.  PFC 
Anderson said he was taken 
to a medical ship and then to 
Guam.  After several days in 
the hospital, he was placed 
on a transport ship headed 
to California.  PFC Anderson 
said that he recovered from 
his wounds, and at the end 
of the war he was honorably 
discharged.  On this trip back 
to Iwo Jima, PFC Anderson 
was accompanied by his 

Marine Patrick McMahon with Young Marines National Executive Director 
Bill Davis displaying the Thames River Detachment flag. 



 

5 | Page 
 

three sons.  PFC Anderson 
said he was "excited to 
return" and would try and 
find the spot where he had 
been wounded.  After the 
ceremony, I again spoke to 
him and he said because of 
all the vegetation, he was

 not able to find the spot 
where he was wounded.  PFC 
Anderson said he was thrilled 
with being able to return to 
Iwo Jima and was already 
planning on returning for the 
75th anniversary. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Distinguished Order of Merit (DOM) 

 

Marine Patrick McMahon 
was honored at Iwo Jima 
with a surprise presentation 
of the Distinguished Order of 
Merit award from the Young 
Marines.  This is the top 

award any Young Marine or 
registered adult can be 
awarded in the program.  Pat 
is the Unit Commander of 
the Three Rivers Young 
Marines. 

 

 

Young Marine Unit Commendation Award 
The Three Rivers Young 
Marines were awarded the 
Young Marine Unit 
Commendation Award for 
their distinguished volunteer 

service in their community, 
Young Marines and veterans. 

 

 

Three Rivers Young Marines 
Patrick McMahon – Unit Commander 
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Toys for Tots 
Update 
Members of the Detachment 
meet at our storage facility 
this month to consolidate 
the two storage units down 
into one.  While we have 
secured a new location (near 
the Groton-New London 
airport, it is currently being 
renovated and will be 
available to us towards the 
end of this year.  Thank you 
to Dave Hersant, Rob 
Montminy, Donna Peters, 
Tom Peters, Bob Pierce, and 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Frank Poitras for helping with 
the consolidation. 

 

 

Three Rivers Young Marines 
2018 
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June 8-9, 2018 CT State Convention 
 Hospitality Room (need volunteers to help) 
 Cromwell, CT 
 
August 12-17, 2018 National Convention 
 Buffalo, NY 
 

November 10, 2018 Marine Corps Birthday Ball 
 Port N Starboard, Ocean Beach Park 
 

Check the detachment calendar for  
location, times and additional details. 

http://www.mcltrd1334.org/det.-calendar.html 

Marine Corps League – Thames River 
Detachment #1334 

PO Box 462 
Uncasville, CT  06382 

 
www.mcltrd1334.org  

 

Upcoming Events 

http://www.mcltrd1334.org/det.-calendar.html
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