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Commandant’s Corner 
Commandant — Tom Peters  
dp90daopt@aol.com 
(860) 434-0184 

Greetings Marines, FMF Corpsman, Associates, and Families: 

As I start my second term as your Commandant I again want to 

thank you for having the confidence in me to lead our 

detachment. I will do my utmost to continue the past successes 

that we have achieved. The officers that you have chosen have 

already started with new ideas for the coming year. Remember 

though, this is a team effort. We cannot go it alone. We need 

YOUR help. 

At our last meeting, certificates were given to a lot of hard 

working individuals. YOUR willingness to help was needed and 

appreciated. This year more than ever that same eagerness will be 

put to the test. The final stage for the picnic is here. Planning 

meeting is the last day to sign up. The Marine Corps Ball 

committee is working very hard and it looks like and outstanding 

event. You won’t want to miss this one. We are going to need a 

lot of help on our Toys for Tots campaign in a lot of areas. Please 

contact me to see how you can help. 

And as always, we need YOUR help in recruiting new members. 

Semper Fi

mailto:dp90daopt@aol.com
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On December 31, 1947, 

David Kargul was born to 

parents Frank and Alice 

Kargul and spent his 

boyhood growing up in 

eastern New London.  He 

attended Winthrop 

Elementary (torn down 

because of the construction 

of the Gold Star bridge) and 

graduated from New London 

High School.  Dave grew up 

in a diverse neighborhood of 

many cultures where 

everyone got along and 

everyone had your back.  It 

was a time where you called 

home to let your parents 

know where you were at or if 

it was ok to have lunch at a 

friend’s house.  But only if his 

mom could talk to the other 

mom to make sure it was 

alright. 

Dave’s childhood pet was 

Tippy, his dog.  Tippy liked to 

keep an eye on the 

neighbor’s cat and one day 

started chasing it.  Dave took 

off to go catch his dog and as 

he  got  closer  to  the   

neighbor’s house, the man 

took a snow shovel and hit 

the dog in the head.  Dave 

was pretty angry and he 

picked up a stone and 

whipped it at the guy and hit 

the guy’s head which started 

bleeding.  A little in shock, 

Dave started running home 

but the guy caught up with 

him and grabbed him.  

Dave’s mom came out to find 

out what was going on.  After 

hearing the story the man 

called Dave’s mom a bad 

word.  During this time his 

uncle had been watching the 

entire thing and came out 

and after hearing the story 

he clobbered the man.  Later 

that night when Dave’s dad 

got home, he heard the 

entire story and went down 

to the man’s house and he 

Member Spotlight 

David 

Kargul 

David 

Kargul 

Dave (the little tyke) with his mom. 
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also hit him.  Back in those 

days it wasn’t about threats 

with a lawsuit, people took 

care of situations. 

Dave’s mom passed away 

when he was 14 years old 

which devastated both him 

and his father.  A couple of 

years later his dad took a 

transfer to Delaware but 

Dave stayed back in New 

London and finished high 

school on his own.  He 

graduated in 1965 and 

started working for the same 

textile print workshop his 

dad was at.  By the end of 

the summer Dave knew this 

wasn’t for him even though 

he made an extra 5¢ per 

hour for the second shift 

differential.  His next job was 

making milk shakes and 

french fries then worked for 

a small retail store in 

shipping and receiving.  At 18 

he went to Pfizer to see 

about a job but because of 

his draft status he wasn’t 

going to get hired on.  He ran 

into another gentleman at 

Pfizer who asked if Dave 

played basketball.  He hired 

Dave on the spot and he was 

playing for Pfizer on one of 

their department basketball 

teams. 

Dave saw one of his friends 

who was now a Marine and 

he had to admit he looked 

good in his dress blues.  His 

friend told him to look at 

joining the Air Force or Navy 

as Dave really didn’t want to 

join the Army.  He went to 

the Air Force recruiter office 

but a sign was on the door 

that they would be back at a 

later time.  He heard a voice 

ask him “Can I help you?”  It 

was a Marine recruiter so 

Dave signed up.  He was told 

if he got a friend to join they 

could go to boot camp 

together. 

Dave attended boot camp at 

Parris Island and chose to 

become an air traffic 

controller.   Dave also 

obtained his back seat card 

where he would fly with 

pilots in order for them to 

get  their flight pay.  During 

one flight the pilot asked him 

to let him know when he 

could see the Pacific Ocean 

(from Arizona).  It only takes 

45 seconds! 

Dave is another Marine who 

spent a little over a year in 

Vietnam where he worked in 

operations in the air wing.  

Dave was married and had a 

daughter and when it came 

time to reenlist he decided 

not to in order to be with his 

family. 

After the Marines, Pfizer 

took Dave back on as an 

employee where he worked 

35 years before retiring.  

Dave and Sue met while they 

both worked at Pfizer and 

she went to the basketball 

games to watch him play.  

They have been married for 

36 years and live in 

Pawcatuck.  

I asked Dave if he had any 

famous words to share.  

“When’s supper?” works as 

we all have to eat sometime. 

  

Dave (the little tyke) with his mom. 
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Honoring Our Past Members 

Over the Memorial Day 

weekend Detachment members 

met to pay respect to some of 

our deceased members at local 

cemeteries. 
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Officer Installation 

Commandant – Tom Peters 

Sr. Vice Commandant – Rob Montminy 

Jr. Vice Commandant – Tom Taylor, Jr. 

Judge Advocate – Frank Poitras 

Chaplain – David Kargul 

Adjutant – Veronica Hoard 

Paymaster – Patrick McMahon 

Sgt at Arms – Joe Balint 

At the June 12th Business 

Meeting Marine Bill Lee 

performed the installation 

ceremony for the slate of 

officers for 2018 - 2019. 

Quilts of Valor 

Commandant Tom Peters and Sr. Vice Commandant Rob Montminy 

were presented each with a Quilt of Valor. 
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Commandant Peters 

presented certificates of 

appreciation to many 

members of the 

Detachment.  The following 

received certificates for their 

dedication and hard work in 

supporting veterans and the 

Detachment: 

Tom Callinan 

Robert Murphy 

Billy Shishmanian 

Billy Smith 

Sue Kargul 

Veronica Hoard 

David Hersant 

Tom Taylor, Jr. 

Bob Pierce 

Frank Poitras 

Corny Banta 

Patrick McMahon 

Rob Montminy 

David Kargul (Distinguished 

Citizen award) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Awards and Recognition 
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This past month has been a 
very busy one for your Three 
Rivers Young Marines, 
especially Memorial Day 
weekend.  On Saturday, May 
26th, Three Rivers Young 
Marines and 
adult staff 
placed over 
eight hundred 
and fifty (850) 
flags at 
veteran grave 
sites, the 
oldest dating 
back to the 
Civil War.  We 
covered 
cemeteries in 
Jewett City, 
Griswold and 
Lisbon.  We do 
these 
cemeteries 
because the 
Borough of 
Jewett City 
donates the 
flags.  On 
Sunday May 
27th we 
provided a 
Young Marine Color Guard 
for the annual Memorial Day 
candlelight vigil on the East 
Lyme Green.  On Monday, 
our Young Marines marched 
in Norwich's annual 
Memorial Day parade. 
 
On Saturday and Sunday, 
June 9th and 10th we 
provided a Color Guard for 

the opening ceremonies for 
the local Relay for Life at 
Dodd Stadium and then 
assisted with the event for 
the next twenty four plus 
hours. 
 

Sunday evening, June 10th 
was a special night for our 
unit.  This was our bi-
monthly awards and 
promotions night, and this 
evening we had the speak to 
those in attendance.  In 
addition to awards and 
recognitions, we promoted 
two Young Marines; both YM 
PFC S. Ferber and M. McCord 

to the rank of YM LCpl.  We 
also honored our two highest 
PFT'ers with Commendation 
of Merit awards; YM Sgt 
Degunia (Molly Marine PFT 
score 440/500) and YM Pvt 
Yang (Iron Mike score of 

460/500). 
 

On 
Thursday, 

June 14th 
we held 
our annual 

flag 
retirement 
ceremony 

for the 
City of 

Norwich 
at the 
Howard T. 

Brown 
Memorial 

Park.  
During the 
ceremony 

we retired 
thirty flags 
and were 

assisted 
by 

Vietnam 
veterans, Norwich's Mayor 
Nystrom, local veterans and 
Young Marines. 
 
We look forward to an even 
busier summer and always 
enjoy seeing our local 
Thames River Detachment 
members at various events. 
 

Three Rivers Young Marines 
     Patrick McMahon, Unit Commander 
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Coast Guard Academy Executive Officer Captain 

Burns and Colonel Barnes with YM/SGT DeGunia 

and YM/PVT Yang, the highest PFT scores. 

Flag retirement ceremony in Norwich. 
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The annual Detachment 

picnic will be held June 30th 

at Tuckerbung in Gales Ferry 

(same as last year.)  We will 

provide the hamburgers, hot 

dogs, buns and condiments.  

Please sign up using the 

following link:   

https://perfectpotluck.com/

VJPY5621 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Be sure to put the number of 

people in your party in the 

phone number field so we 

can have a count of the 

number of people attending. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We will have games and 

music to help with the 

entertainment.  This year’s 

co-chairs are Veronica Hoard 

and Joe Balint.  Please feel 

free to contact either one 

with any questions. 

  

https://perfectpotluck.com/VJPY5621
https://perfectpotluck.com/VJPY5621
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New Member 

Please welcome our newest 

Associate Member Marian 

Harris (Donna Peters’ sister).  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Upcoming Events  

 
June 30, 2018 Annual Detachment Picnic 
 Tuckerbung, Gales Ferry 
 
July 14, 2018 Beach Party (Tom & Donna Peters) 
 
August 12-17, 2018 National Convention 
 Buffalo, NY 
 

November 10, 2018 Marine Corps Birthday Ball 
 Port N Starboard, Ocean Beach Park 
 

Check the detachment calendar for  
location, times and additional details. 

http://www.mcltrd1334.org/det.-calendar.html 

Marine Corps League – Thames River 
Detachment #1334 

PO Box 462 
Uncasville, CT  06382 

 
www.mcltrd1334.org  
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