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Commandant’s Corner 
Commandant — Tom Peters  
dp90daopt@aol.com 
(860) 434-0184 

Greetings Marines, FMF Corpsman, Associates, and Families: 

Summer has finally come to Southeastern Conn. and not a bit too 
soon. Our detachment picnic was attended by over forty people 
and the beach party had almost thirty.  At both events everyone 
enjoyed the refreshments and the games but most of all the 
CAMARADERIE.  We have all heard the saying, “All play and no 
fun...”  Well, having events like this gives us the opportunity to 
have fun but also to be with friends that we can really relax with. 
One of our members said that it’s like a family gathering.  You can 
make a mistake and no one is going to jump on you about it. 

CAMARADERIE. At our business and planning meeting meetings 
we work to get things done and also to have fun and enjoy the 
CAMARADERIE.  Our next planning meeting is at the Norwich VFW 
on the 24th.  If you don’t come for the food come from the 
CAMARADERIE. 

There will be a ceremony at 1700 on Thursday August 16th at 
Slater Museum in Norwich to honor Korean War Vets. Corny 
Banta and Don Porter will be there to receive their medal. I  
would like as many detachment members, who can, to be there. 
Red detachment polo shirt and cover if you have them. 

Semper Fi

mailto:dp90daopt@aol.com
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Robert Montminy was born 
in New London at L&M 
hospital to parents Richard 
and Yvette Montminy.  He 
was the second child and has 
three brothers and two 
sisters.  They grew up in 
Oakdale, CT.  Rob graduated 
high school from St. 
Bernard’s where he 
participated in football, 
wrestling, and gymnastics.   

During Rob’s junior year in 
high school, he signed up in 
the delayed enlistment 
program with a buddy.  They 
both went to boot camp at 
Parris Island in 1979.  After 
boot camp Rob was sent to 
29 Palms for basic electronics 
school.  His next school took 
him to Fort Gordon, GA 
where he was further trained 

as a technician to work on 
the equipment in Crypto 
school.  Next stop was Camp 
Pendleton where he was 
able to settle in some but 
then went back to Fort 
Gordon for more crypto 
training then back to Camp 
Pendleton.  His next school 
took him to El Torro, CA for 
micro miniature soldering 
school.  Then (you guessed 
it) back to Camp Pendleton.  
Rob spent three years of his 
enlistment in training and 
schooling. 

Before Rob got out he spent 
three months TAD in 
Okinawa for MMU-1 (three 
ships that float in the ocean 
and need to be overhauled.)  
He helped unpack the ships 
and reloaded them.  Went  

 

 

 

back to Camp Pendleton 
where he finished his 
enlistment term. 

After returning to 
Connecticut, Rob became an 
armed security guard and 
guarded the construction of 
the Crystal Mall in 
Waterford.  The Union at the 
time was having union issues 
so the armed security 
protected the property.   

Became a copier/repair tech 
in 1984 – present.  Rob said 
he felt like a prostitute as he 
has worked 34 years in this 
position as it has been sold 
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numerous times to various 
other companies. 

In 1991 Rob married his wife 
Jan.  They met in high school 
and to his surprise, one week 
after he was in boot camp 
Jan showed up who also 
enlisted in the Marines.  
Strange to be getting a letter 
on Parris Island stationery 
from someone when you are 
also there.  Both Jan and Rob 

got out as Sergeants.  During 
their enlistments they 
traveled here and there and 
both ended up back in 
Connecticut.  Rob and Jan 
have two children and one 
grandson – Henry Thomas 
Roberts.  Their son and his 
wife are expecting a son in 
September.   

Rob’s hobbies are skiing, 
cycling, woodworking, 

shooting, sailing and driving 
his motorcycle. 

Rob joined the League in 
2010.  Found out through 
Janus Luth.  He served as the 
Detachment Commandant 
2011-2013 and as Sr. Vice 
Commandant 2014-present. 
He is also the New London 
County Commandant since  
2014. 
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Summer Fun! 
Annual Picnic and Beach Party 
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How many Marines does it take to grill 
hamburgers and hot dogs? 



 

6 | Page 
 

 
 
By YM/LCPL A. Goodman 

This is only a drill, I repeat, 
this is only a drill. 

On June 25, 2018, Three 
Rivers Young Marines had 
the opportunity to 
participate in a Disaster 
Management Drill at 
Backus Hospital in the 
city of Norwich, CT.  
The drill would prepare 
the hospital staff with 
readiness in the event 
that a disaster should 
ever occur at any 
neighboring hospital. 

The young marines 
participated in the role 
playing as mock 
patients from Hartford 
Hospital with pre-

existing medical conditions 
who needed to be 
transferred.  The drill would 
consist of multiple mock 
patients from Hartford 
checking into the Backus 
Hospital Emergency Room 
during the hospital’s normal 
routine of actual patients 
needing actual assistance.  
The hospital staff was 
evaluated on time, 
procedures, and hospitality. 

Upon arrival, the Young 
Marines were greeted by the 
Disaster Management Team.  
They explained the roles of 
each mock patient and how 
this drill would help further 
the development of the staff 
and personnel of the hospital 
to prepare for such events.  

Each mock patient received a 
packet with mock identities 
and pre-existing medical 
conditions and the exercised 
promptly began. 

Many of the Young Marines 
were a bit nervous and 
confused because usually the 
parents check them into the 
emergency room, so having 
to do it on their own took 
some courage. 

Greeted by a friendly face 
each Young Marine got a 
bracelet with their mock 
identity name and what 
medications they were 
allergic to.  There was a mix 
up with the names upon 
check in, some of the mock 
patients checked in as the 

Three Rivers Young Marines 
     Patrick McMahon, Unit Commander 
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next of kin names instead of 
the mock patient name, but 
the hospital staff quickly 
corrected the error and 
proceeded with care. 

When the nursing staff asked 
the Young Marines how they 
acquired their injuries, many 
were nervous because they 
had  to quickly come up with 
a pretend story on the spot!  
The packets only contained 
names, a short family 
history, allergies and the 
illness or injury.  There was 
no information on how the 
injury happened.  The 
hospital staff at check in 
were friendly and asked 
about medications and pain 
tolerance while other nurses 
quickly checked vitals and 
input information into to the 
hospitals system. After each 
Young Marine was checked 
in and had their vitals taken, 
the real fun began.  They 
were sent in the waiting 
room to wait. Thankfully 
there was a hospitality 
specialist who made sure 
patients were comfortable 
and let them know she was 
there if they needed 
anything. 

A few Young Marines were 
called back for further 

evaluation but were situated 
outside of the hospitals 
rooms because of over flow. 
But they didn’t seem to mind 
since the others had to stay 
out in the waiting room. 

The nursing staff did their 
best to make everyone feel 
comfortable offering 
amenities such as blankets 
and extra pillows and 
checked on the young 
marines every thirty minutes.  
Even more, the nursing staff 
continued to work with real 
patients and situations as the 
day continued.  After a few 

Young Marines laid in their 
beds and the others in the 
waiting room for two hours, 
the mock exercise was 
completed and everyone was 
taken back into the 
conference room to discuss 
how the drill went. 

Overall the drill was a great 
experience for not only the 
Young Marines but also for 
the hospital staff.  There 
were a few suggestions 
about the packets and how 
more information would 
have been helpful as to how 
the injuries  

had happened or if the mock 
patients were told in 
advance to prepare a 
background story.  Other 
suggestions included that the 
hospital should not have 
treated the mock patients as 
incoming new patience since 
they were transfers and that 
a Hartford hospital 
representative(s) should 
have been present to ensure 
their patients were being 
treated. 

The participation of the 
Three Rivers Young Marines 
was greatly appreciated and 
all mock patients were given 
a round of applause in 
contributing to the Backus 



 

8 | Page 
 

Hospital’s readiness and 
preparation in the case of a 
disaster in a neighboring 
hospital.  In three months 
Backus Hospital will do 
another disaster 

management drill but will 
include mock patients from 
multiple hospitals 
surrounding the area.  This 
exercise allowed the Young 
Marines to build 

camaraderie, create lasting 
memories, give back to their 
community, and are now 
able to say, “I helped make a 
difference.” 

 

 

 

Awards 
  

Don Porter was presented a certificate of 
appreciation by Commandant Peters. 
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Some New (and 
not so new) 
Members 

 

 

 

 

End of an Era 
After 61 years, Geoffrey says 
his final good bye as Toys R 
Us closes their doors.  Glad 
we got to meet him last year 
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Welcome back Adam Thomas and Mike Macek.  Mike brings 
Marine Kevin McCarty to the Detachment as a new member. Stephen Small is transferring  

to our Detachment from  
Rhode Island. 
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Marine Corps League – Thames River 
Detachment #1334 

PO Box 462 
Uncasville, CT  06382 

 
www.mcltrd1334.org  

 

Upcoming Events  
 
August 12-17, 2018 National Convention 
 Buffalo, NY 
 

November 10, 2018 Marine Corps Birthday Ball 
 Port N Starboard, Ocean Beach Park 
 

Check the detachment calendar for  
location, times and additional details. 

http://www.mcltrd1334.org/det.-calendar.html 

http://www.mcltrd1334.org/det.-calendar.html
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