
 

 

 

Commandant’s 

Corner 
Commandant — Tom Peters  
 
Greetings Marines, FMF Corpsman, 

Associates, and Families: 

The planning stage for the 

Department Convention is mostly 

completed and we are now in the 

implementation stage.  To make this 

convention one that we can all be proud of will take more than 

a few detachment members working on this project.  We will 

need help from a lot of individuals in many areas. Please contact 

our convention chair, Pat McMahon, to see where you can help. 

Recruitment for the Sept. 12-15 D.C. trip is still ongoing.  As of 

right now we have a total of 29 individuals who have said that 

they are interested in going.  The tour group would like 40 but 

we went with less on our last trip.  This is a great opportunity to 

see D.C. and visit a lot of Marine Corps history at a great price. 

There is still time to sign up but don’t wait too long. 

So far, we have been fortunate that snow accumulations have 

been negligible but please remember to call and keep in touch 

with each other to make certain that all is well. 

Semper Fi 
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            Tom Callinan 

On March 2, 1947, Tom 

Callinan, the oldest of four 

children, was born to Joe and 

Ann Callinan of Middletown.  

His father was a WWII veteran 

and his mother a secretary of 

the WWII Draft Board.    He 

grew up in Middletown and 

graduated in 1965 from 

Woodrow Wilson Sr. High 

School.  Tom wanted to be a 

teacher and went to Central 

Connecticut State College. 

After spending two years at 

college and, as the typical 

college student, he dropped 

out.  The lottery for the draft 

was being held and he was #29.    

He could have gotten out of the 

draft as he had been in a car 

accident and had messed up 

his knee.  But with the 

background of his parents from 

the war, he persevered and 

went to rehab to get well.  He 

knew he didn’t want to go into 

the Army so he enlisted in the 

Marines to be an officer as he 

almost had an associate 

degree, which the recruiter 

said they would take.  After he 

was sworn in, he was informed 

things changed and they were 

only taking college graduates 

for officers.   

The only option he had was the
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Enlisted Commissioning 

Program (ECP), so he enlisted 

for two-years, and started 

recruit training at Parris Island. 

Tom had had experience in 
school with clarinet and sax-
ophone, so his Marine recruiter 
said he could probably be 
assigned to Field Music School. 
But after auditioning at PI, 
Tom’s paperwork was “lost” 
and he was assigned to the 
infantry.  After graduating from 
Parris Island, Tom went to 
Camp Lejeune for ITR and AIT, 
where the infantry gave him a 
sense of confidence to defend 
himself and think.  However, 
during his advanced training, 
Tom’s knee started messing up 
again, and that was not good 
for an infantryman. 

After leave, he reported to 
Staging Battalion at Camp 
Pendleton for more training, 
and final processing for 
deployment to Vietnam.  As 
luck would have it, the Marine 
in line just ahead of him, was 
the last man in the quota for Da 
Nang.  With no quota available, 
Tom was diverted to Camp 
Pendleton, where he tried to 
have his MOS changed from a 
rifleman to something that 
wouldn’t be so strenuous on his  
knee.  While being evaluated 
for his knee problem, he was 
placed on medical hold, where  
he was temporarily reassigned 
to the Staging Battalion Mailing 
Room, and during that time he 
could not get any rank or leave.

Instead of being offered the 
chance to change his MOS, he 
was honorably discharged, and 
his knee injury was classified as 
“existing prior to enlistment”, 
so he could not receive any 
disability payments.  Tom was 
bitter for not being able to stay 
in the Marine Corps, but he 
went home  and returned to 
college. 

Tom joined the CCSC campus 
veterans club, and on the 
weekends,  he began singing 
Irish songs and sea chanteys 
with a well-known band called 
THE MORGANS.  In 1973, 
having successfully completed 
his student teaching, Tom 
earned his B.S. Degree in 
Secondary Education, and 
started out teaching English at 
East Hampton Jr. High, where 
his Principal said he would be a 
good fit with his combat 
training.  He was often called 
upon to break up student 
fights, and his training did help 
to confront students when 
catching them smoking pot. 
Those were the days he was 
able to jump in and make the 
students accountable. One 
time after reprimanding a kid, 
two other boys jumped on him, 
and that is how Tom took all 
three to the Principal’s office. 

After four years, Tom decided 

to take a leave from teaching, 

and went back to school for his 

master’s degree at Wesleyan 

University.  In 1978 he 

graduated   with    an     M.A.L.S. 

Marine Corps 
History 

1 February 1967: Operation 
Prairie II was begun in Quang 
Tri province by elements of the 
3d Marine Division. During the 
46-day search-and-destroy 
operation which terminated 18 
March, 93 Marines and 693 of 
the enemy were killed. 

 

2 February 1944: The 4th 
Marine Division, as part of the 
first assault on islands 
controlled by the Japanese 
before the start of World War II, 
captured Namur and eight 
other islands in the Kwajalein 
Atoll. 

 

6 February 1968: Two 
reduced Marine battalions, the 
1st Battalion, 1st Marines with 
two companies, and 2d 
Battalion, 5th Marines with 
three, recaptured Hue's 
hospital, jail, and provincial 
headquarters. It would take 
three more weeks of intense 
house to house fighting, and 
nearly a thousand Marines 
killed and wounded, before the 
imperial city was secured. 

 

11 February 1922: BGen John 
H. Russell was appointed U.S. 
High Commissioner and 
personal representative of the 
President to the government of 
Haiti. This nine-year 
assignment placed this future 
Commandant in supreme 
command of both the 
occupying American force and 
the Haitian Gendarmerie. 



 

Degree with a concentration in 

music.   Despite his successes 

as a musician, Tom was 

drinking heavily, his first 

marriage was breaking up, and 

his Dad was dying.  He knew 

education meant a lot to his 

Dad, so Tom gave him his 

master’s degree before he 

died. 

In 1979 Tom met his current 

wife Ann Shapiro at Billy 

Wilson’s pub in Norwich, 

where he was performing Irish 

music.  Just before Ann was to 

take a trip to Ireland, she saw a 

flyer that Tom would be 

playing, and decided to get in 

the mood for her trip.   Ann and 

her son Eli had enjoyed an 

album released by THE 

MORGANS, but she had never 

read the liner-notes, so she 

didn’t know Tom by name.  At 

the time, Tom was also selling 

an Irish drum, which Ann 

wanted to purchase. The 

following week, Tom delivered 

the drum to her home, and she 

had dinner ready for him. They 

married in 1980, and had one 

son, Emmett. 

In 1991 Tom was made the 

official State Troubadour and 

has a recording studio at his 

home where he also writes his 

songs.  Tom does over 200 

performances a year.  He has 

written more songs about 

Connecticut and New England 

more than anyone else in 

history.  He performs not only 

for patents with dementia or 

Alzheimer’s, but for libraries, 

seniors, school performances, 

historical societies, public 

concerts, folk clubs, and radio 

and TV appearances.  To date 

he has released 20 CDs. 

Tom was at his local church at 

a quilting event where he met 

Bill and Joyce Sullivan.  He was 

invited to come to the 

Detachment meetings.  He was 

very involved with the 

Detachment and designed the 

75th Anniversary Department 

patch and challenge coin.  He 

has served as Judge Advocate 

and initiated the plan to bring a 

Navajo Code Talker to 

Connecticut for a program to 

Benefit the Navajo Code Talker 

Museum.  In 2018 Tom wrote 

our Detachment song “Gung-

Ho, Ooh-Rah, Semper Fi!” 

Tom and Ann gave me a tour of 

their colonial home located 

across from the Norwich Town 

Green.  He is a collector of 

many things. 

“If you enjoy what you do, 

you’ll never work a day in 

your life.”

Marine Corps 
History 

(cont.) 

15 February 1898: On this 
date, 28 Marines and 232 
seamen lost their lives when 
the battleship MAINE was 
mysteriously sunk by an 
explosion in the harbor of 
Havana, Cuba. Though no 
definitive evidence linked the 
Spanish with the sinking, the 
cry went up, "Remember the 
Maine!", and by late April the 
U.S. and Spain were at war. 

 

17 February 1967: The first full 
day of Operation 
DECKHOUSE VI, which lasted 
until 3 March, was conducted 
near Quang Ngai city. The 
Special Landing Force (BLT 
Y4 and HMM-363) accounted 
for 280 enemy killed.  

 

23 February 1945: Four days 
after the initial landings on Iwo 
Jima, 1stLt Harold G. Schrier 
led 40 men from Company E, 
2d Battalion, 28th Marines, up 
Mt. Suribachi to secure the 
crest and raise the small 
American flag that battalion 
commander LtCol Chandler 
Johnson had given Schrier. 
Within an hour, the patrol 
reached the rim of the crater. 
After a short fire-fight with 
Japanese defenders emerging 
from several caves, the small 
American flag was attached to 
an iron pipe and raised over 
the island. 

 



 

  

Marine Corps 
History 

(cont.) 

24 February 1991: The I 
Marine Expeditionary Force 
and coalition forces began a 
ground assault on Iraqi 
defenses in the final chapter of 
defenses while heavily 
armored allied forces attacked 
the Iraqi defenses in Iraq from 
behind. In 100 hours, U.S. and 
allied forces defeated the Iraqi 
Army. 

 

28 February 1991: Operation 
Desert Storm ended when the 
cease- fire declared by 
President George Bush went 
into effect. I Marine 
Expeditionary Force has a 
strength of more than 92,000 
making Operation Desert 
Storm the largest Marine 
Corps operation in history.  A 
total of 24 Marines were killed 
in action during the Gulf War. 

Tom and Ann in front of 

their colonial home in 

Norwich. 

Tom and Ann next 

to the custom quilt 

showing their 

home along with 

other historical 

structures in 

Norwich. 



 

Toys for Tots 

Contribution 

     YM/Sgt Samira McCord 

I am an active member of the 

Three Rivers Young Marines 

unit based out of New London, 

Connecticut.  With being a 

Young Marine there are some 

responsibilities and 

obligations that need to be 

filled.  One of those things is 

Community Service.  In our 

unit, something that we do 

annually is Toys for Tots.  We 

work with the toys that are at 

Mike's Famous Harley 

Davidson Motorcycle Store in 

New London, Connecticut.  

When do a variety of tasks in 

order to successfully fill orders 

for hundreds of families in our 

area.  We first must take the 

toys that are donated and 

count and shelve them to  

 

 

 

 

ensure that we have the right 

number of toys, books and 

stocking stuffers for the 

appropriate age groups.  The 

next thing that we do is fill 

orders for specific 

organizations or families.  This 

is the fun part, we were like 

Santa for those couple 

months.  The last thing that 

had to happen is the delivery 

or pick up of the toys for these 

children. These few steps 

make some children’s 

Christmas brighter. It is 

important to understand 

completely all the blessings 

that are given to you on a daily 

basis and share those things 

with the people that are not 

afforded all of the amazing 

gifts that you are. Toys for Tots 

is a great way to give back in a 

way that benefits everyone 

involved.  

 

COMING SOON! 

 

The Detachment website has 
had a face lift and will be 
making its debut the end of 
February! 

 

Detachment 

Shirts and Name 

Tags for Sale 
Please contact Veronica Hoard 
if you are interested in 
purchasing an engraved name 
tag, red polo (short or long 
sleeve), grey t-shirt or 
sweatshirt. 

 

Three Rivers Young Marines 
     Unit Commander – Robert Murphy 



 

DEPARTMENT OF CONNECTICUT 

78TH 

STATE CONVENTION 
* 1941-2019 * 

 
WHEN: June 7th (Grand Growl), June 8th (meeting and banquet), 

June 9th (checkout and enjoy Southern CT amenities) 

WHERE: Groton Inn and Suites 
99 Gold Star Highway Groton, CT 

ROOMS: A block of 30 rooms have been reserved at $105.00 per 
night (+ taxes {total $121.00}).  To reserve rooms, call 
860.445.9784 and mention the State Convention.  Please 
request a first-floor room.  The hotel will extend said price 
until May 7, 2019. 

BANQUET: The cost of the banquet will be $50.00 per attendee, and 
registration forms will be forthcoming. 

AD BOOK: There will be an Ad Book for the convention with the 
following incentive: The ad book costs are: $100.00 full 
page; $50.00 half page; and $25.00 for a quarter-page.  
Further information on the Ad Book and contact person 
will be forthcoming. 

Registration sheets will be forthcoming.  Book your rooms now and start selling those ads!!!!! 

78th Convention Chairman:  Patrick T. McMahon 

Email:  ptm78usmc@sbcglobal.net  

mailto:ptm78usmc@sbcglobal.net
mailto:ptm78usmc@sbcglobal.net


 

 

 

Marine Corps League – Thames River 
Detachment #1334 

PO Box 462 
Uncasville, CT  06382 

 
www.mcltrd1334.org  

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Upcoming 
Events 

 

JUNE 2019 

7th – 8th 

MCL State Convention 

Pat McMahon 

(860) 222-5024 

29th 

Annual Detachment Picnic 

Tuckerbung 

AUGUST 2019 

4th – 9th 

MCL National Convention 

Billings, MT 

SEPTEMBER 2019 

12th – 15th 

Washington DC Group Trip 

Tom Peters 

(860) 501-7225 

Note 

Please continue to keep Bill Barnes and Connor 

McMahon in your thoughts and prayers. 


