
 
 

 

Commandant’s 

Corner 
Commandant — Tom Peters  
Greetings Marines, FMF Corpsman, 

Associates, and Families: 

     They say that all good things must 

come to an end and so too does my 

tenure as Commandant of Thames 

River Detachment #1334. It has been 

two years since I was first elected, 

and a lot has happened in that time. Membership has increased 

by twenty percent, we are waiting on National to approve our 

VSO applicant, we are working on our Marine for Life 

coordinator, changes have been made with our Toys for Tots 

program, Marine Corps Ball and annual picnic attendance 

continues to increase, we have a TRD #1334 theme song, the 

Newsletter has been improved, and six members attended a 

National Convention and received their PDD at the Supreme Growl. This has all happened because of 

YOU! Without your support and belief in TRD #1334 none of these changes would have occurred. For 

that I thank you. 

     This year we will be celebrating our tenth anniversary but won’t be resting on our laurels. We will be 

hosting our second Department Convention and making our second trip to D. C. as well as our continuing 

relationship with the Three Rivers Young Marines. 

     I am certain that our new Commandant, Joe Balint, will have new areas to lead us into. If you give him 

half the support that you have given me, there is no task that cannot be accomplished. 

     Thank you again for all of your help as your Commandant. HOORAH!!! 

Celebrating                              of the Thames River Detachment #1334 2009 – 2019 

Newsletter of the Thames River Detachment #1334 

Vol. 3  No. 5                                                 May 2019 

Inside This 
Issue 

 Member Spotlight 
– Shirley Verdini 

 2019-20 Marine of 
the Year 

 Three Rivers 
Young Marines 

 Vice Admiral 
Rendon Farewell 

 

Semper Fi 



2 THAMES RIVER DETACHMENT #1334  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

           Shirley Verdini

Born October 5, 1932 in 

Montville, Connecticut, Shirley 

Verdini was one of three 

children.  She has one brother 

and one sister.  Starting out 

living in Waterford with her 

family, they moved to Groton 

later on and is a 1950 graduate 

of Norwich Free Academy. 

Shirley never liked playing with 

dolls as she was a typical 

tomboy.  She played softball 

and the kids used cow pies as 

the bases.  She remembers 

putting beer cans on her feet to 

walk around and make a lot of 

noise.   Her other talent was  

playing music.  Her father 

locked up the piano so she 

couldn’t play so she purchased 

an accordion.  A very ambitious 

teenager, at 16 Shirley worked 

as a sign painter.  Her 

girlfriends convinced her to 

work in a factory where she 

made more money.  Shirley 

wanted to go to college, but 

her mom told her ‘No’ that her 

brother would be the one to 

go.  Times were stereotypical 

for woman to get married and 

have babies.  Shirley wanted 

more for herself and decided 

to join the Marines (1951-52) 

as they were the toughest 

branch of the military.  Boot 
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camp was spent at Camp 

Lejeune and she worked in the 

post exchange as there wasn’t 

much choice of jobs during that 

time.  She met her first husband 

and he was also a Marine.  

Shirley got pregnant.  Back in 

those days you were forced to 

get out of the Marines.  They 

had one daughter and her 

husband had her live with her 

mother. 

At 23 years old, Shirley bought 

her first house on her own and 

even at a young age had to have 

a co-signer.  She remodeled the 

home herself.  She went to 

work for the State of CT in 

drafting and also sign painting.  

She worked two jobs to keep 

things afloat. 

Shirley divorced after 10 years 

of marriage and later ran into  

 

 
Marine Corps 

History 

2 May 1946: Marines from 
Treasure Island Marine Barracks, 
under the command of Warrant 
Officer Charles L. Buckner, aided 
in suppressing the three-day 
prison riot at Alcatraz Penitentiary 
in San Francisco Bay. WO 
Buckner, a veteran of the 
Bougainville and Guam 
campaigns, ably led his force of 
Marines without suffering a single 
casualty. 

5 May 1983: In Beirut, Lebanon, 
a UH-1N helicopter carrying the 
commander of the American 
peace-keeping force, Colonel 
James Mead, was hit by machine 
gun fire. The six Marines aboard 
escaped injury. Colonel Mead 
and his crew had taken off in the 
helicopter to investigate artillery 
and rocket duels between rival 
Syrian-backed Druze Moslem 
militiamen and Christian 
Phalangists that endangered 
French members of the 
multinational force. 

8 May 1995: In the wake of the 
most devastating storm to hit the 
New Orleans area in more than 
200 years, a group of Marines 
and sailors from Marine Forces 
Reserve demonstrated the quick 
response synonymous with the 
Navy/Marine Corps team. Within 
24 hours of being called, Marines 
assisted in the evacuation of 
2,500 civilians, and Navy 
corpsmen treated scores of flood 
victims. 

 

an old friend and they 

married.  They were married 

for 42 years.  She has two 

grandsons and four great 

grandchildren.  Shirley has 

never slowed down and 

enjoys seafood, visiting with 

friends, and loves to dance.  

She can be found at the Elks 

Club playing Keno and has 

went on numerous cruises and 

danced the night away.  At her 

grandson’s wedding she 

danced with a friend of her 

grandson’s all night, but she 

felt it the next day. 

Shirley has no regrets about 

her life and did everything on 

her own.  She helps every year 

with Toys for Tots at the 

Senior Living Center with the 

other Marines living there. 

L-R; Charles Callen, Shirley Verdini, Commandant Tom Peters and 

Louise Heidtman at the Quilts of Valor presentation. 
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2019-20 Marine of the Year

 

 

 

 

Thomas Taylor, Jr. being presented the Detachment Marine of 

the Year by the previous MOY – Joe Balint. 

Marine Corps 
History 

(cont.) 
10 May 1945: The 22d Marines, 
6th Marine Division, executed a 
pre-dawn attack south across the 
Asa River Estuary and seized a 
bridgehead from which to 
continue the attack toward Naha, 
the capital of Okinawa. 

15 May 1862: Corporal John 
Mackie, the first Marine to earn 
the Medal of Honor, was 
commended for service in the 
USS GALENA during action 
against Confederate shore 
batteries at Drewry's Bluff which 
blocked the James River 
approaches to Richmond. 

16 May 1945: The 22d and 29th 
Marines continued the attack 
against Half Moon Hill, a day 
characterized by the 6th Marine 
Division as the "bitterest" of the 
Okinawa campaign. By the 18th, 
the famed "Shuri line" had been 
broached. 

22 May 1912: First Lieutenant 
Alfred A. Cunningham, the first 
Marine officer to be assigned to 
"duty in connection with aviation" 
by Major General Commandant 
William P. Biddle, reported for 
aviation training at the Naval 
Aviation Camp at Annapolis, 
Maryland, and Marine aviation 
had its official beginning. 

23 May 1988: The V-22 Osprey, 
the world's first production tilt-
rotor aircraft, made its debut 
during rollout ceremonies at Bell 
Helicopter Textron's Arlington,  

Marine Corps 
History 

(cont.) 
Texas, facility. More than 1,000 
representatives from the military, 
industry, and media, gathered to 
hear various speakers, including 

Detachment Marines of the Year 

2012 – David Kargul 2019 – Thomas Taylor, Jr. 

2013 – Rob Montminy 2016 – Pat McMahon 

2014 – Jim Reid 2017 – Frank Poitras 

2015 – Tom Peters 2018 – Joe Balint 
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Three Rivers 

Young Marines 
    Unit Commander – 

Robert Murphy 

The Three Rivers Young Marines 

MGySgt Mason McMahon was 

honored at the Quad State MCL 

Convention on April 27th as the 

New England Division MCL 

Young Marine of the year.  This 

award was presented by the 

MCL National Commandant 

Wendal Webb.   

Our unit has been extremely 

busy with community service 

with over 100 man hours of 

service for the month of April. 

We are looking forward to a 

busy summer, sending Young 

Marines to Advanced 

Leadership School, Senior 

Leadership School and other 

fun summer programs where 

our Young Marines get the 

opportunity to meet others 

from around the Country. 

Let us not forget the annual 

Norwich Memorial Day 

parade and our Flag Day, Flag 

Retirement ceremony which 

will be held June 14, 2019 at 

Norwich VFW #594 at 6pm 

with hot dogs on the grill.   

   

Marine Corps 
History 

(cont.) 

26 May 1969: Operation 
Pipestone Canyon began 
when the 1st Battalion, 26th 
Marines and 3d Battalion, 5th 
Marines began sweeps in the 
Dodge City/Go Noi areas 
southwest of Da Nang. It 
terminated at the end of June 
with 610 enemy killed in action 
at a cost of 34 Marines killed. 

29 May 1991: Elements of a 
joint task force that included 
the 5th Marine Expeditionary 
Brigade departed the Bay of 
Bengal off the coast of 
Bangladesh after nearly two 
weeks of disaster relief 
operations following a 
devastating cyclone. The joint 
task force delivered tons of 
relief supplies using 
helicopters, C-130s, and 
landing craft in Operation Sea 
Angel. 

 

YM/MGYSGT Mason McMahon honored as the New England 

Division MCL Young Marine of the Year. 
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At the May business meeting 

the Detachment honored Vice 

Admiral Rendon of the Coast 

Guard Academy with a 

certificate of appreciation and 

a quilt of valor.  He was very 

humbled with the quilt.  He 

and his wife, Fella, will be 

retiring in San Antonio, Texas. 

 

 

 
 

 

Upcoming 
Events 

 

May 2019 

25th  11:00 AM 

Memorial Observance/Flag Laying 

for Deceased Members 

Tom Peters 

(860) 501-7225 

 

JUNE 2019 

7th – 8th 

MCL State Convention 

Pat McMahon 

(860) 222-5024 

29th 

Annual Detachment Picnic 

Tuckerbung 

AUGUST 2019 

4th – 9th 

MCL National Convention 

Billings, MT 

SEPTEMBER 2019 

12th – 15th 

Washington DC Group Trip 

Tom Peters 

(860) 501-7225 

Marine Corps League – Thames River 
Detachment #1334 

PO Box 462 
Uncasville, CT  06382 

 
www.mcltrd1334.org  

 

Vice Admiral Rendon – Farewell 


