
 
 

 

Commandant’s 
Corner 
Commandant — Joe Balint  
 
Greetings Marines, FMF Corpsman, 
Associates, and Families: 
 
Here we are, off to another year of our 
Detachment.  When I joined the Thames 
River Detachment, I was only planning on 
just being a member.  I wasn’t planning on doing anything.  I 
realize the Detachment is not based on the officers that you see 
sitting up at the front table, but it is what the members want it 
to be.  The officers count on the members to help sustain the 
Detachment. 
I would like to see everyone have more input and provide 
suggestions at our meetings.  I want all members to feel they can 
make suggestions so please bring your ideas.  You are valued in 
this Detachment. 
 
See you at the picnic! 
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           Thomas Taylor, Jr.

Thomas Taylor, Jr. was born  to 
parents Thomas and Marlene 
Taylor in Rochester, NY on 
September 14, 1962.  He had 
two brothers and two sisters 
and grew up in Irondequoit, a 
sub-burb of Rochester. 

Growing up, Tom enjoyed 
playing soccer and lacrosse.  In 
high school he was on the 
lacrosse and swim teams.  
While on the junior varsity 
swim team, he occasionally 
filled in on the varsity team.  He 
graduated in 1981 and was 
working at Ponderosa Steak 
House.  One day his father 
called the steak house to let 
them know that Tom would no 
longer be working there.  He 

also called Tom’s girlfriend to 
inform her to stay away from 
Tom.  A little befuddled, he met 
with his parents to find out why 
all this was going on.  College 
scouts were looking at Tom to 
possibly recruit him for 
swimming.  Tom gave up 
swimming to continue to work 
and be with his girlfriend. 

Tom’s mother begged him to 
go to college.  His intent was to 
be an architect and he ended 
up attending Delhi College.  
After two semesters he was 
kicked out as he was the typical 
party college student. Tom 
returned home and went back 
to work at the steak house.  He 
continued  his  party   mentality
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and frequented the bar scene 
which also came with fighting. 

Tom found out he had a buddy 
who was going to join the Corps 
and went to the recruiter to 
join.  He would be specializing 
in aviation electronics.  The 
recruiter told him he would 
have to wait three months, but 
he wanted to go in early with 
his buddy.  The recruiter made 
him a deal and he headed off to 
Parris Island.  He entered into 
the Marine Corps with no 
contract.  When his Drill 
Instructor asked him about his 
contract, he was surprised at 
the answer Tom had for him.  
He ordered Tom to give him 20.  
Being he was new to the Corps, 
he only offered him $5, that’s 
all he had on him.  The Drill 
Instructor was not happy with 
this and now ordered him to 
give him 50 pushups.  Tom was 
happy he got to stay in. 

After attending Infantry 
Training School (ITS) at Camp 
Lejeune, Tom was assigned to 
barracks duty.  He was allowed 
to select his duty station and 
was offered Groton-New 
London.  Geography not being a 
strong point, Tom selected this 
assignment thinking he would 
be heading to London, England. 

 

 
Marine Corps 

History 
2 June 1918: At dawn on this 
date, the crack German 28th 
Division attacked along the axis 
of the Paris-Metz road hitting the 
American 2d Division, including 
the 4th Marine Brigade. The 
Marines opened with deadly rifle 
fire and helped hand the German 
troops a setback which set the 
stage for Marine victory at 
Belleau Wood which would soon 
follow, although at great cost. 
 
8 June 1995: A Marine tactical 
recovery team from the 24th 
Marine Expeditionary Unit 
stationed on board the USS 
Kearsarge rescued a downed 
U.S. pilot, Captain Scott O'Grady, 
USAF, from Bosnian-Serb 
territory in Bosnia. 
 
10 June 1898: The First Marine 
Battalion, commanded by LtCol 
Robert W. Huntington, landed on 
the eastern side of Guantanamo 
Bay, Cuba. The next day, Lt 
Herbert L. Draper hoisted the 
American flag on a flagpole at 
Camp McCalla where it flew 
during the next eleven days. 
LtCol Huntington later sent the 
flag with an accompanying letter 
to Colonel Commandant Charles 
Heywood noting that "when 
bullets were flying, ...the sight of 
the flag upon the midnight sky 
has thrilled our hearts." 
 
12 June 1961: President John F. 
Kennedy signed a Presidential 
Proclamation calling for the 
American flag to be flown at the 
Marine Corps War Memorial in 
Arlington, Virginia, "at all times 
during the day and night."  

The Marine Corps was good to 
Tom where he made Lance 
Corporal early and worked at 
completing all the courses for 
the Corporal board.  He was put 
on patrol one night after only 
having three hours of sleep.  
While driving around the base 
he was jolted awake when his 
head had hit the windshield and 
he bounced back into his seat.  
He wasn’t sure what had just 
happened.  He had hit a pole 
next to the dock of a submarine!  
Tom’s frat house mentality had 
followed him into the Corps.  
From his accident, the Captain 
was upset he had been drinking.  
He Captain had Tom’s 
meritorious Corporal papers in 
hand and because of the 
accident, ripped them up in 
front of Tom. 

Six months later Tom went to 
Marine Force at Camp Lejeune 
as a machine gunner.  He went 
to 29 Palms to do live fire.  The 
Marines were loaded up with 
their weapons, ammo pack and 
had  a  20 mile  march  ahead  of 
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Tom and Janet Taylor 
March 9, 1985 

 
Marine Corps 

History 
(cont.) 

Discussions between the 
Attorney General's office and 
Marine Corps officials earlier in 
1961 on improving the visibility 
and appearance of the 
monument led to the proposal to 
fly the Flag continuously, which 
by law could only be done by 
Congressional legislation or by 
Presidential proclamation. 
 
15 June 1944: Preceded by 
naval gunfire and carrier air 
strikes, the V Amphibious Corps 
assaulted the west coast of 
Saipan, Marianas Islands. By 
nightfall, the 2d and 4th Marine 
Divisions, moving against heavy 
opposition, had established a 
beachhead 10,000 yards wide 
and 1,500 yards deep. 
 
20 June 1993: The 24th Marine 
Expeditionary Unit returned to 
Mogadishu, Somalia, to stand 
ready to assist United Nations 
forces in maintaining peace in 
the war-torn country. Earlier that 
month, the 24th MEU had been 
ordered to cut short Exercise 
Eager Mace 93-2 in Kuwait to 
respond to possible contingency 
operations in Somalia. 
 
25 June 1950: Shortly before 
dawn, eight divisions of the North 
Korean People's Army crossed 
the 38th Parallel and invaded the 
Republic of Korea. Within three 
days, the South Korean capital 
city of Seoul had been captured. 
On 30 June, President Harry S. 
Truman ordered a naval 
blockade of the Korean coast  

them.  About 10 miles in, 
Tom’s knee gave out and 
blew and there were others 
who also sustained injuries.  
Later they found out they 
were supposed to be 
transported by vehicles, not 
hike the distance.  Tom was 
getting ready to sign up for 
another three years but 
because of his knee, he 

received a medical 
discharge. 

While stationed at the 
Groton-New London Sub-
base, Tom met his future 
wife, Janet at a wedding.  He 
was getting ready to 
transfer to Camp Lejeune 
and asked her on a date.  
Janet was supposed to go to 
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Three Rivers 
Young Marines 
    Unit Commander – 
         Robert Murphy 

Marine Corps 
History 

(cont.) 

and authorized the sending of 
U.S. ground troops to Korea. 
Two days later, General 
Douglas MacArthur, the 
Commander in Chief Far East, 
formally requested that a 
Marine regimental combat 
team be deployed to the Far 
East. 
 
25 June 1966: In Vietnam, 
Operation Jay began about 30 
kilometers northwest of Hue, 
and lasted nine days. The 2d 
Battalion, 4th Marines landed 
north of the North Vietnamese 
812th Main Force Battalion, 
and the 2d Battalion, 1st 
Marines landed south of the 
enemy's position. Caught in 
between the two Marine units, 
the enemy suffered over 80 
dead in nine days of fighting. 
 
26 June 1918: BGen James 
G. Harbord, the Commanding 
General of the 4th Marine 
Brigade, notified American 
Expeditionary Force 
Headquarters that Belleau 
Wood was "now U.S. Marine 
Corps entirely." After 20 days 
of combat, and at a cost of 
over 4,000 casualties, the 4th 
Brigade of Marines had 
proven its fighting heart. The 
grateful Commander of the 
French Sixth Army would soon 
decree that in all official 
correspondence, Belleau 
Wood would henceforth bear 
the name, "Bois de la Brigade 
de Marine." 
 

an REO Speedwagon concert 
but instead went on the 
date with Tom.  He kept 
telling her he wanted to do 
“this” forever.  She thought 
he meant dating him and 
she did not want to follow 
him to North Carolina.  He 
again said “No, let’s do ‘this’ 
forever.”  He prosed to her 
after knowing her a week.  A 
week later they were 
married on March 9, 1985. 

After getting out of the 
Marines, Tom started doing 
electrical work for a 
contractor and went to 

school for mechanical 
engineering.  He was also a 
volunteer firefighter.  After 
several layoffs of multiple 
companies, he continued 
with college for his 
bachelor’s degree at 
Rochester Institute of 
Technology. 

Tom and Janet have two 
children, a son and 
daughter, both of whom are 
married, and have one 
grandson who is eight 
months old.  Tom and Janet 
currently reside in 
Montville. 

Leadership awards from 
New London STEM High 
School from the JROTC 
Program in which they are 
very active.  As the Young 
Marines end their school 
year, we have three Young 

Marines attending four 
summer programs.  
Advanced Leadership 
school, Senior Leadership 
school, Sailing and Great 
American adventures. The 
Young Marines continue 
with their fundraising efforts 
by selling meat sticks.  To 
date they have sold over 
7000 meat sticks.  
Remember to order yours. 
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Memorial Day 
Observance 

Members of the Detachment 
gathered to pay respects to 
some of our deceased 
members at local cemeteries. 

 

LtCol. Peter Olsen 
Sgt Justin Eldridge Sgt Joseph Watterson 

In Memoriam 
Robert C. Gavitt 

1949 – 2019 

 

 

Detachment member Bob Gavitt of 
Stonington passed away June 7, 2019.  
He was a Vietnam veteran and Purple 
Heart recipient.  Bob was also one of 
our Charter members. 
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Marine Connor McMahon was 
promoted to 1st Lieutenant on 
May 28th while deployed 
overseas. 
 

 

 

Upcoming  
Events 

 
 

 
 
 
 

Detachment Picnic 
Tuckerbung 
Joe Balint 

(860) 464-6869 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

MCL National  
Convention 
Billings, MT 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Washington DC Trip 
Tom Peters 

 (860) 501-7225 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Marine Corps Birthday Ball 
Tom Taylor, Jr. 
(860) 334-1199 

 

Marine Corps League – Thames River 
Detachment #1334 

PO Box 462 
Uncasville, CT  06382 

 
www.mcltrd1334.org  

 

Promotions and Graduations 

Congratulations to Mike 
Macek who graduated 
Cum Laude at Three Rivers 
Community College where 
he earned two associate 
degrees. 


