
 
 

 

Commandant’s 
Corner 
Commandant — Joe Balint  
 
Greetings Marines, FMF Corpsman, 
Associates, and Families: 
 
I wish to thank all of our members, both 
Marines and the Associates, for all the 
support you have given me and all the 
effort you put in order to make us a successful Detachment. 
 
I hope you have purchased your tickets to our Marine Corps Ball.  
I’m looking forward to having a wonderful time and celebrating 
our 10 year anniversary for our Detachment.  Please see the last 
page of this newsletter for details about the ball. 
 
Toys for Tots planning has already started, and we need your 
help.  Contact Pat McMahon if you are able to help distribute the 
Toys for Tots collection boxes to local businesses in your area. 
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William F. Lee, Jr. was born in 
New London, Connecticut on 
May 17th, 1953 to William and 
Joan Lee.  Bill was the oldest of 
six children (two sisters, three 
brothers.)  He grew up in 
many towns throughout New 
London County, but mainly 
Ledyard and Mystic. 

Bill can remember riding in the 
back seat of the family car, 
and as they drove past the 
sub-base, he was inquisitive 
and asked his mom about the 
guy in the uniform at the gate.  
He wanted to know who he 
was and what he did.  His 
mom told him he was a 

security guard and a Marine.  
Bill knew then he had a calling 
for the Corps. 

Bill had a troublesome youth 
and married at 16 (his bride was 
also 16) and had his first child at 
17.  He did any work he could 
find to support his family.  At 
age 20 he had a calling to go into 
the Corps. 

Bill’s father was in the Army 
during the Korean era and Bill 
felt he always had to prove 
himself to his father.  He went 
to see the Army Recruiter but 
with Bill’s past, being married 
and with a young child, the 
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recruiter didn’t want to do the 
paperwork for all the waivers he 
would have to do so he told Bill 
to go see the Marine recruiter.  
Bill was out to live his dream 
and wanted to give mom and 
dad their money’s worth as 
taxpayers. 

In 1974 Bill attended recruit 
training at Parris Island and 
after graduation was assigned 
the to Marine Air Base 
Squadron in Beufort, SC as a 
Basic Motor Vehicle Operator 
and promoted to Private First 
Class.  While there he received 
his High School equivalency 
diploma through the GED 
program and received his 
diploma from Ledyard Jr. Sr. 
High School.  As Bill spent his 
time in the Corps at various 
locations (both CONUS and 
overseas) and received 
promotions, he made the 
Marine Corps his career.  Bill 
received many personal awards 
and decorations during his 
career. 

Mom attended his retirement 
ceremony.  He initially was not 
selected for E-9, someone else 
was getting it.  He said he was 
going home, he was done. 

After two unsuccessful 
marriages, Bill led a routine life 
of going out to dinner at Red 
Lobster on Saturday nights, 

going to the races, then ending 
with a late/early breakfast 
before returning to his quarters.  
He had signed up for AOL’s 
online dating site and that is 
where he met Susie.  She 
reached out to Bill and wanted 
to know if he always ate at Red 
Lobster.   

 

 

He decided to take her on a 
date, and they met at the main 
gate at Camp Pendleton.  They 
both figured it was safe to meet 
there with the gate guards and 
Susie’s dad was also a Marine.  
They started dating and four 
years later she got down on one 
knee and asked him to marry 
her.  She brought a Milky Way 
bar to bribe him as it was his 
favorite.  They met in 1999 and 
later they married in 2004.  

Bill retired in 2001 and he and 
Susie decided to come back to 
CT to live.  They have five 
children, nine grandchildren 
(one on the way) and one great 
grandchild. 

Bill became the New London 
County Commandant and saw a 
need to start up a Detachment  

  

 
Marine Corps 

History 
1 October 1997:  The first African-
American female colonel in the 
Marine Corps was promoted to 
that rank during a ceremony at 
MCAS Cherry Point, North 
Carolina. Colonel Gilda A. 
Jackson, a native of Columbus, 
Ohio, made Marine Corps history 
when she achieved the rank of 
colonel. She was serving as 
Special Projects Officer, 2d 
Marine Aircraft Wing at the time of 
her promotion. 
 
5 October 1775:  Meeting in 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, the 2d 
Continental Congress used the 
word "Marines" on one of the 
earliest known occasions, when it 
directed General George 
Washington to secure two vessels 
on "Continental risque and pay", 
and to give orders for the "proper 
encouragement to the Marines 
and seamen" to serve on the two 
armed ships. 
 
6 October 1945:  Major General 
Keller E. Rockey, Commanding 
General, III Amphibious Corps, 
accepted the surrender of 50,000 
Japanese troops in North China 
on behalf of the Chinese 
Nationalist government. 
 
8 October 1899:  A force of 375 
Marines under command of future 
Commandant George F. Elliott, 
attacked and captured the 
insurgent town of Novaleta, 
Luzon, Philippine Islands, and 
linked up with U.S. Army troops. 
There were 11 Marine casualties. 
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in New London County.  He put 
together   the  flyer  and  news-
paper advertisement to get the 
ball rolling.  The Detachment 
first started meeting at R.A.F.A. 
(Retired Armed Forces 
Association) in New London and 
a year later in 2009 the charter 
was officially granted.  Bill is 

 

 also a member and 
Commandant of the Paul C. 
Houghton Detachment.  Bill felt 
he had a very good and 
rewarding career in the 
Marines. 

Bill’s words to live by: “Do 
what’s right and fear no man.” 

 

 

 

 
Marine Corps 

History 
(cont.) 

9 October 1917:  The 8th Marines 
was activated at Quantico, 
Virginia. Although the regiment 
would not see combat in Europe 
during World War I, the officers 
and enlisted men of the 8th 
Marines participated in operations 
against dissidents in Haiti for over 
five years during the 1920s. 
During World War II, the regiment 
was assigned to the 2d Marine 
Division and participated in 
combat operations on 
Guadalcanal, Tarawa, Saipan, 
Tinian, and Okinawa, and earned 
three Presidential Unit Citations. 
 
11 October 1951:  A Marine 
battalion was flown by transport 
helicopters to a frontline combat 
position for the first time, when 
HMR-161 lifted the 3d Battalion, 
7th Marines, and its equipment, 
during Operation Bumblebee, 
northeast of Yanggu, Korea. 
 
19 October 1968:  Operation 
Maui Peak, a combined 
regimental-sized operation which 
began on 6 October, ended 11 
miles northwest of An Hoa, 
Vietnam. More than 300 enemy 
were killed in the 13-day 
operation. 
 
23 October 1983:  At 0622 an 
explosive-laden truck slammed into 
the BLT headquarters building in 
Beirut, Lebanon, where more than 
300 men were billeted. The massive 
explosion collapsed the building in 
seconds and took the lives of 241 
Americans— including 220 Marines. 

Susie and Bill Lee 
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Marine Corps 
History 
(cont.) 

This was the highest loss of life 
in a single day for Marines 
since D-Day on Iwo Jima in 
1945. 
 
28 October 1962:  An 11,000-
man 5th Marine Expeditionary 
Brigade left Camp Pendleton 
by sea for the Caribbean 
during the Cuban Missile 
Crisis. One week earlier, the 
entire 189,000-man Marine 
Corps had been put on alert 
and elements of the 1st and 2d 
Marine Divisions were sent to 
Guantanamo Bay to reinforce 
the defenders of the U.S. 
Naval Base. Other 2d Division 
units and squadrons from five 
Marine Aircraft Groups were 
deployed at Key West, Florida, 
or in Caribbean waters during 
the Cuban crisis. 
 
31 October 1919:  A patrol of 
Marines and gendarmes, led 
by Sergeant Herman H. 
Hanneken, disguised 
themselves as Cacos and 
entered the headquarters of 
the Haitian Caco Leader, 
Charlemagne Peralte, killing 
the bandit chief, and dispersing 
his followers. Sergeant 
Hanneken and Corporal 
William R. Button were each 
awarded the Medal of Honor. 

 

Dedication U.S.S. Dorado 
Submarine 

On October 12th, Marine Tom 
Callinan participated in a 
ceremony at the Greater 
Middletown Military Museum, 
of which he is a Life-
Member.  The ceremony was to 
unveil and dedicate a 9-foot 
long model of the U.S.S. 
Dorado submarine that will be 
on permanent display at the 
Greater Middletown Military 
Museum at Veterans Park in 
Middletown.  The U.S.S. 
Dorado was sunk with all hands 
in 1943 (possibly by friendly 
fire), and her crew included a 
sailor from East Hampton and at 
least one other Connecticut 
sailor. 

Tom, who was designated 
Connecticut's 1st Official State  

Troubadour in 1991, sang The 
National Anthem and an original 
song entitled "The Year Of The 
Submarine" that he had 
composed for "Submarine 
Century", as designated 
by then-Governor Dan Malloy. 

The Dorado model was the 
Eagle-Scout project of Kyle 
Dunham from East Hampton's 
Troop 57, and ironically, Kyle's 
father Kevin (who also serves as 
Scoutmaster of Troop 57), was 
one of Tom's students, when he 
taught at East Hampton Junior 
High School in the 1970s, after 
his honorable discharge from 
The Marine Corps. 

Photos by 
Phil Skinner, 
 former 
Scoutmaster 
of Troop 57. 
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Toys for Tots – 
2019 

Pat McMahon is this year’s Local 
Toys for Tots Coordinator for New 
London County.  Please contact 
him if you are able to help drop off 
collection boxes at local 
businesses in your area. 

 

These are the most current significant dates for our T4T campaign: 

 
November 7th      Thursday          Pfizer Bike build 
November 18th    Monday            Install shelving at Mike's Famous - Navy contingent 
November 20th    Wednesday      Move toys from Hanger to Mike's Famous 
November 30th    Saturday          Tom Callinan concert at Mall - Tentative 
December 14th    Saturday           Holiday event at Mike's Famous 
December 19th    Thursday          Last day for organizations to pick up toys 
December 28th    Saturday           Pack up remaining toys - Young Marines 
December 29th    Sunday             Move remaining toys to hanger from Mike's 
December 30th    Monday            Disassemble shelves at Mike's Famous - Navy Contingent 
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Upcoming  
Events 

 
Red, White and Blue Mass 

St Patrick’s Cathedral 
Norwich 

 

 
Marine Corps Birthday 

Observance 
US Coast Guard Academy 

Patrick McMahon 
(860) 222-5024 

 

 
Marine Corps Birthday Ball 
U.S. Coast Guard Academy 

Officer’s Club 
Tom Taylor, Jr. 
(860) 334-1199 

 

 
Veteran’s Appreciation Dinner 

Norwich VFW 
Please call to RSVP 

860.892.1400 
 

Marine Corps League – Thames River 
Detachment #1334 

PO Box 462 
Uncasville, CT  06382 

 
www.mcltrd1334.org  

 

Contact Tom Taylor for tickets. 

Cost:  $50 per person 


