
  

Commandant’s Corner 

I remember my first Marine Corps Ball with the detachment, Justine Eldridge said 
to me, “This is our busiest and happiest time of the year.”  Boy was he right!  We 
have celebrated our Birthday with the ball, had the flag raising at the Academy, 
celebrated numerous events for Veterans Day, assembled bikes for the USO at 
Pfizer, and have the IDC ready for Toys for Tots.  Talk about being busy!   
 
This week we start at the mall, get requests from agencies, and start filling the 
bags.  The only thing we need now is more detachment members to give us a few 
hours either at the mall or IDC.  You will be surprised how satisfied you will end 
up feeling, whether from people at the mall thanking you for what you are doing, 
or as you stuff toys at the IDC, knowing you will help make a special holiday for a 
child.  Come find out!  It’s fun! 
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Guest Speaker Lt. Col. 

William Barnes, USMC 

Reserves and his wife Cari. 

This year’s Marine Corps birthday 
celebration was held at Port N 
Starboard at Ocean Beach, New 
London, Connecticut.  Many 
Detachment members, their 
families and guests attended the 
celebration.  Lt. Col. William 
Barnes was our guest speaker for 
the evening.  He was also 
presented a Quilt of Honor for his 
service to the Marine Corps 
Reserves. 
 

242nd Marine Corps Ball 
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Three Rivers Young Marines 
Patrick McMahon – Unit Commander 

She told about how sick he 
became later on in life because he 
was unable to get documentation. 
This was a very moving speech 
which I enjoyed listening to Arnold 
Lotring was another guest speaker 
and he is a graduate from Norwich 
Free Academy.  He and his wife 
are both navy veterans. He spoke 
about his experience in the 
military and how he enjoys 
honoring all of the other vets out 
there. 

The Final event was the dinner 
where there was a WW II veteran. 
 After dinner was served, the 
Norwich Area Veterans Council had 
their award ceremony.  The 2017 
Veteran of the Year was Paul 
Boyer and Theresa Freitas of 
Groton was Veteran Supporter of 
the Year. Around eight everyone 
started to head out and I had the 
chance to talk to Dennis Baptise 
who is the Chairman of the 
Norwich Areas Veterans Council, 
as he was helping with the awards 
and made a speech as well. I 
asked him questions about why he 
likes to do what he does and he 
told me “We recognize the need 
to fill” and he told me the he does 
this to make sure that veterans do 
get honored as they should and 
sometimes they don’t. For all 
three meals, two hundred and 
forty three (243) meals were 
served; one hundred and seventy 
five (175) were Veterans.  I look 
forward to doing these three 

events next year. 

Veterans Day 

Every year the Three Rivers Young 
Marines hosts three events on 
Veterans Day to honor our 
Veterans. The three events consist 
of a breakfast, a lunch ceremony, 
and a dinner. During the 
breakfast, two young marines 
were assigned to each table, we 
served pancakes and sausage. 
There were 30 veterans and 50 
meals total were served as the 
vets brought along family as well. 

Around noon time there was a 
lunch ceremony. During this 
ceremony one of my fellow young 
marines sang the national anthem 
and god bless America. There was 
also a few guest speakers; there 
was a retired naval officer, a 
sister of a Vietnam. The lady who 
was a sister of a veteran spoke 
about how her brother was treated 
when he got out of the military. 

YM/CPL Alexandria DeGunia 
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New Storage Location 
  Our Toys for Tots program was 

informed this year that the 
storage company would no longer 
provide free storage for our toys.  
That got some of our members 
looking at other solutions for this 
upcoming year.  In October,  Pat 
McMahon, Veronica Hoard and 
Dave Hersant went to visit a 
potential location at the 
Groton/New London airport. 
 
The facility is part of an airplane 
hangar and there is plenty of 
room for us to store our excess 

Toys for Tots 

toys for the upcoming year.  A big 
thank you to Dave Hersant for 
following up on this lead to meet 
the continuing needs of the Toys 

for Tots program. 

Benefit Pancake Breakfast 
Thames River Young Marines 

Thank you to the Thames River 
Young Marines who held a benefit 
pancake breakfast on October 29th 
at the Norwich VFW to raise 
monies to support the Toys for 
Tots program.  A nice turnout 
from members of the Detachment 
showed up to help support the 
event.  Everyone enjoyed the 
morning fare from master chef 

Pat McMahon. 
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Veterans Day Activities 

There were many activities in the area to 
celebrate Veterans this month and to 
honor the Marine Corps birthday. 

Members and their families attended the 
Veterans breakfast and dinner at the 
Norwich VFW.  Again, the Three Rivers 
Young Marines did an outstanding job in 
serving everyone that night and honoring 
all veterans. 

Ted Larson attended the Veterans 

celebration at the Pequot Museum in 

Mashantucket. 

The U.S. Coast Guard Academy 

honored our detachment with a flag 

raising ceremony. 
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December 2, 2017 Tom Callinan singing at  
Crystal Mall 

 
December 12, 2017 Holiday Potluck 
 Montville, VFW 

August 2018 National Convention 
 Buffalo, NY 

 

Check the detachment calendar for  
location, times and additional details. 

http://www.mcltrd1334.org/det.-calendar.html 

Upcoming Events 
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We have a new page on Facebook to help 
promote our detachment.  You can find us at:  

https://www.facebook.com/groups/1809284124
72819/ 

or search for Thames River #1334 MCL. 

Request to be added as a member. 

New Facebook Page 

Thomas Heard, Eagle Scout, was 

presented with a certificate of 

achievement by Commandant Peters 

at the November business meeting 

for his Eagle Scout project that 

honored veterans. 

http://www.mcltrd1334.org/det.-calendar.html
https://www.facebook.com/groups/180928412472819/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/180928412472819/

